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Pechanga Welcomes
Western Riverside Council of Governments

Over twenty years ago, our Tribe celebrated its most significant enhancement to our gaming operation 
with the opening of the Pechanga Resort Casino. The resort was the culmination of years of labor, 

sacrifice, and dedication by the Tribe to secure self-reliance for generations to come.
 

Since then, the Tribe has supported our shared community with quality jobs for thousands of our 
neighbors, contributed over $6 million towards local education and over $30 million to non-profits, 
protected the place of the Sacred Creation Area for all Luiseño Indian People and quality of life for 

Temecula through the conservation of Pu’éska Mountain, and more. 
 

We look forward to continuing our strong partnership with fellow governments to move 
our region forward collectively.



Western Riverside Council of Governments 
pays homage to the indigenous ‘Atáaxum 
(Luiseño people) and acknowledge the land 
on which the 35th Annual General Assembly 
and Leadership Address is located and upon 
which we are gathered is part of their Tradi-
tional homeland.

Today, Pechanga is one of six federally rec-
ognized Luiseño Bands whose Traditional ter-
ritory encompasses western Riverside County, 
northern San Diego County, and the Southern 
Channel Islands. The Pechanga people have 
remained committed to the stewardship of 
this land over many centuries. It has been 
cherished and protected, as elders have in-
structed the young through generations. We 
are honored and grateful to be here today 
on their traditional lands.
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THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:



Good evening, and welcome. 

Tonight is special as we celebrate WRCOG’s 35th Anniversary - 35 
years of regional collaboration, shared leadership, and real results 
for Western Riverside County. And in honor of our beginnings in 
1991- it’s totally awesome!

This past year reflects the strength of that partnership. We completed French Valley Parkway 
Phase II, improving mobility and supporting economic growth. We advanced six REAP 2.0 
projects, helping our member cities with planning and housing efforts. We secured $3 million 
in grant funding for zero-emission vehicle initiatives, invested $3 million in energy efficiency 
workforce programs, and returned $80,000 in Cash for Kilowatt refunds to public entities through 
I-REN.

Thousands of residents also joined our Love Your Neighborhood and Recycled Oil Filter events, 
proving that small actions, taken together, create meaningful impact.

These successes happen because of you — our member agencies, partners, Executive 
Committee, and dedicated staff. Thank you for your leadership and commitment to regional 
solutions.

We are also honored to welcome our keynote speaker, Tony Hawk, whose story of resilience 
and momentum reminds us what’s possible when vision meets perseverance.

Finally, thank you to our generous sponsors. After the program, please join us for the After Party 
in the Grand Ballroom, sponsored by NAIOP.

Here’s to 35 years and to what we build next.

Sincerely,

Brenda Dennstedt
Chairwoman, WRCOG

Chair's
Welcome.
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Legendary Skateboarder & Entrepreneur

The most recognized action sports figure in the world, Tony Hawk was just nine-years old when his
brother changed his life by giving him a blue fiberglass Bahne skateboard. By fourteen he’d 
turned pro, and by sixteen he was widely considered the best skateboarder on earth. He was 
world champion 12 years in a row and is a 16-time X Games medalist. In 1999, he became the 
first skater to ever complete a 900, the holy grail of vert skating. Shortly thereafter, he teamed up 
with Activision to launch Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater, now a billion dollar video game franchise. He 
has created a Tony Hawk brand that includes Birdhouse Skateboards, Hawk Clothing, and the 
Tony Hawk Signature Series sporting goods and toys. Tony authored a New York Times bestseller 
and oversees his films, television and commercial production company, 900 Films. And in 2022, 
a biographical documentary film titled “Tony Hawk: Until the Wheels Fall Off” by award-winning 
director Sam Jones debuted on HBO, giving an in-depth look at Tony’s legendary career and 
personal life. He founded The Skatepark Project (formerly the Tony Hawk Foundation), which has 
given away over $10 million to over 650 skatepark projects throughout the United States that 
serve over six million visitors a year.

Our SpeakerAbout
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Building Today,  
For Tomorrow®

Communities are changing—and so are  

the ways materials are managed. At WM, we 

support waste and recycling programs that 

help communities manage materials more 

responsibly, today and into the future.

Discover more at 
wm.com/sustainability

Supporting WRCOG’s 
Commitment to Service 
and Celebrating Continued 
Progress

BBK is proud to partner with WRCOG, 
helping navigate complex, multi-disciplinary 
and regulatory challenges.

bbklaw.com



 
 
 

 

Las Vegas (LAS)

Seattle (SEA)

Salt Lake City (SLC)

Boise (BOI)

Denver (DEN)

Portland (PDX)

Taipei (TPE)

Honolulu (HNL)

Guadalajara (GDL) 

León (BJX)

Morelia (MLM)

Dallas (DFW)
Dallas (DAL)

Austin (AUS)

Atlanta (ATL)

Charlotte (CLT)

New York City (JFK)

Baltimore/
Washington 
(BWI)

Houston (IAH)
Houston (HOU)

Phoenix (PHX)

Nashville (BNA)

Chicago (MDW)
Chicago (ORD)

San Salvador (SAL)

ONT is excited to celebrate a decade of transformation since 
we returned to local control in 2016. From reclaiming our 
airport to reviving travel for the Inland Empire, we’re ready to 
keep soaring higher. Visit flyOntario.com/10 to get involved 
and learn more. 

ROUTE MAP 
SUBJECT  

TO CHANGE.

Navigating in and out of Ontario 
International Airport is a breeze with 
quick freeway access, easy parking and 
fast lines. Not to mention up to 90 daily 
nonstop flights to 30 destinations, so 
you have plenty of options to get where 
you need to go. Leave the stress of those 
other So Cal airports behind, because 
faster is always better when it comes to 
your airport.  

Get down to business faster – plan your 
journey through ONT today. 

Connect With Us!
(951) 710-8768

www.naiopie.org

NAIOP Inland Empire

We applaud WRCOG Chair Brenda Dennstedt for her outstanding leadership and dedicated service.
We value WRCOG’s continued regional collaboration and look forward to ongoing partnership with

Chair Dennstedt, Vice Chair Jacque Casillas, and the WRCOG Executive Committee.

WRCOGWRCOG
Proudly Supporting

Stronger Together
Building What’s Next!



Legendary Skateboarder & Entrepreneur

SPONSORED BY

PRESENTATION OF COLORS 
& FLAG SALUTE
Camp Pendleton, 1st Marine 
Division

WELCOME
Brenda Dennstedt
WRCOG Chair

Mark Macarro
Tribal Chairman

INVOCATION

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS

SPEAKER:

COMMITTEE MEMBER SERVICE MILESTONES

STAFF RECOGNITIONS

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Evelyn Meneses

PERFORMANCES
90's Quintet by Temecula Valley 
Youth Symphony
Shelby Huber, Music Director

Skateboarding Demo
by SK8-BRD-BUS featuring Coco 
Atama aka 'Blind Thrasher'

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

BUSINESS MEETING

PRE-DINNER RECEPTIONS

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

DINNER

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

4:00 PM

6:00 PM

8:30 PM

REGISTRATION

DINNER PROGRAM

POST-EVENT RECEPTION

RELIVE THE MAGIC
Tonight was unforgettable — and now you can relive it all!
Scan the QR code to browse photos from the Speaker’s (VIP) Reception, 
the main event, and the After Party. Find your favorite memories, share 
the fun, and celebrate an incredible evening with us!
https://cherishedmemoriesphotography.com/event/wrcog/

EventAgenda.
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CHAIR

WHERE EXPERIENCE AND PASSION MEET 
ENVIRONMENT

DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING

We provide an integrated approach to environmental analysis and 
regulatory compliance, land use planning, and entitlement services. 
The result is a comprehensive development strategy with the best 
solutions for the environment, community, and economic value. 

• Due Diligence

• Entitlement Management

• Development & Construction Management

• Environmental Planning/CEQA Compliance

• Transportation Planning & Engineering

• Technical Services (Air Quality, GHG, Noise, Health Risk Assessment)

• Biological Resources

• Policy Planning

• Community Outreach     Contact Us

3333 Michelson Dr., Suite 500 | Irvine, CA 92612  |  949.794.1180  | epd@epdsolutions.com

The Executive Committee is WRCOG’s decision-making policy board. The Executive Committee 
is comprised of elected officials from each of WRCOG’s member agencies and meets monthly 
to discuss policy issues and consider recommendations from WRCOG’s Technical Advisory Com-
mittee.

Eric Cundieff
Calimesa

Bob Karwin
Menifee

Ashlee DePhillippo
Wildomar

Dr. Edwin Gomez
RCOE

Christian Dinco
Eastvale

Michael Vargas
Perris

David Slawson
EMWD

Lori Stone
Murrieta

Mark Terry
Canyon Lake

Elena Baca-Santa Cruz
Moreno Valley

Chuck Washington
County of Riverside

District 3

Brian Tisdale
Lake Elsinore

Chuck Conder
Riverside

Brenda Dennstedt
WMWD

Jacque Casillas
Corona

Karen Spiegel
County of Riverside

District 2

Crystal Ruiz
San Jacinto

VICE-CHAIRCHAIR
2ND 
VICE-CHAIR

Kevin Bash
Norco

Yxstian Gutierrez
County of Riverside

District 5

Mike Lara
Beaumont

Sheri Flynn
Banning

Connie Howard Clark
Hemet

Jessica Alexander
Temecula

Jose Medina
County of Riverside

District 1

Chris Barajas
Jurupa Valley

WRCOGExecutive Committee.
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A smooth ride takes preparation and maintenance, 
and so does reliable water service. Western Water is 
proud to help keep our community rolling with safe, 
reliable water every day.

CONNECT WITH US
WesternWaterCA.gov
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2026_WRCOG-General-Assembly_AD_V1_PRINT.pdf   1   5/12/26   10:45 AM

WHERE EXPERIENCE AND PASSION MEET 
ENVIRONMENT

DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING

We provide an integrated approach to environmental analysis and 
regulatory compliance, land use planning, and entitlement services. 
The result is a comprehensive development strategy with the best 
solutions for the environment, community, and economic value. 

• Due Diligence

• Entitlement Management

• Development & Construction Management

• Environmental Planning/CEQA Compliance

• Transportation Planning & Engineering

• Technical Services (Air Quality, GHG, Noise, Health Risk Assessment)

• Biological Resources

• Policy Planning

• Community Outreach     Contact Us

3333 Michelson Dr., Suite 500 | Irvine, CA 92612  |  949.794.1180  | epd@epdsolutions.com



EMWD.ORG/THEDROP

WITH EMWD
DROP IN

Join us as 
we talk with 

experts 
from all 

around the 
industry

Congratulations to the Western 
Riverside Council of Governments 
on another successful year!



WRCOGLeadership.

2016

2010

2017
Ben Benoit

2011
Kelly Bennett

2003-04
Kelly Seyarto

1997
Ron Loveridge

1991
Richard MacGregor

2018
Debbie Franklin

2019
Chuck Washington

2020
Bonnie Wright

2021
Kevin Bash

2022
Karen Spiegel

2023
Crystal Ruiz

2024
Chris Barajas

2025
Rita Rogers

2025-26
Brenda Dennstedt

2012
Robin Hastings

2005-06
Jeff Miller

1998
Andrea Puga

1992
Jim Winkler

Brian Tisdale

Robin Lowe

2002
Jim Venable

1996
Ron Roberts

2015
Randon Lane

2009
Jeff Stone

2001
Frank Hall

1995
John Giardinelli

2014
Jeff Stone

2008
Chuck Washington

2000
Bob Buster

1994
Kay Ceniceros

2013
Jim Hyatt

2007
Marion Ashley

1999
Chuck Washington

1993
Denise Lanning
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Our Septic to Sewer Conversion project helps prevent
contamination, protect local water sources and provide a
reliable system for the future - at no cost to the community.

           Learn more: EVMWD.com/Septic  

FROM SEPTIC TO SEWERFROM SEPTIC TO SEWER
100% grant funded. Cleaner water. Stronger communities. 100% grant funded. Cleaner water. Stronger communities. 

NextDoor.com  /Company/EVMWD @ElsinoreEddie @ElsinoreEddie @ElsinoreValleyMWD  /ElsinoreEddie.Fanpage

Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District (EVMWD)
is replacing aging septic systems with a modern sewer
system to protect water quality and public health. 

Thanks to the SWRCB

It’s Cool to be Kind

The Five P’s: How We Ride Together

People: Be kind—the vibe you bring on the bus matters.

Property: Keep the bus clean—leave it better than you 
found it.

Process: A smooth ride starts with simple steps—have 
your fare ready and follow the flow.

Prohibited: Save food, drinks and loud music or loud 
conversation for off the bus.

Penalty: Not following the rules may affect your ride.

Our buses are for everyone—students, commuters, families and neighbors—and a great ride starts with simple 
actions. The Five P’s are friendly reminders that help everyone feel comfortable, safe and welcome when riding 
with Riverside Transit Agency. 

RiversideTransit.com/kindness

Scan the QR code to explore the campaign 
and watch a short video.
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ai17786013748_WRCOG Program Ad Half Page v2 - final.pdf   1   5/12/2026   8:56:14 AM

WRCOGMembers.

CITY OF 
BANNING

CITY OF 
BEAUMONT

CITY OF 
CALIMESA

CITY OF 
CANYON LAKE

CITY OF 
MENIFEE

CITY OF 
MORENO VALLEY

CITY OF 
MURRIETA

CITY OF 
NORCO

CITY OF 
PERRIS

CITY OF 
RIVERSIDE 

CITY OF 
SAN JACINTO

CITY OF 
TEMECULA 

CITY OF 
WILDOMAR

COUNTY OF 
RIVERSIDE

EASTERN MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT

WESTERN WATER RIVERSIDE COUNTY
SUPERINTENDENT  

OF SCHOOLS

CITY OF 
CORONA

CITY OF 
EASTVALE

CITY OF 
HEMET

CITY OF 
JURUPA VALLEY

CITY OF 
LAKE ELSINORE
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Our Septic to Sewer Conversion project helps prevent
contamination, protect local water sources and provide a
reliable system for the future - at no cost to the community.

           Learn more: EVMWD.com/Septic  

FROM SEPTIC TO SEWERFROM SEPTIC TO SEWER
100% grant funded. Cleaner water. Stronger communities. 100% grant funded. Cleaner water. Stronger communities. 

NextDoor.com  /Company/EVMWD @ElsinoreEddie @ElsinoreEddie @ElsinoreValleyMWD  /ElsinoreEddie.Fanpage

Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District (EVMWD)
is replacing aging septic systems with a modern sewer
system to protect water quality and public health. 

Thanks to the SWRCB

It’s Cool to be Kind

The Five P’s: How We Ride Together

People: Be kind—the vibe you bring on the bus matters.

Property: Keep the bus clean—leave it better than you 
found it.

Process: A smooth ride starts with simple steps—have 
your fare ready and follow the flow.

Prohibited: Save food, drinks and loud music or loud 
conversation for off the bus.

Penalty: Not following the rules may affect your ride.

Our buses are for everyone—students, commuters, families and neighbors—and a great ride starts with simple 
actions. The Five P’s are friendly reminders that help everyone feel comfortable, safe and welcome when riding 
with Riverside Transit Agency. 

RiversideTransit.com/kindness

Scan the QR code to explore the campaign 
and watch a short video.
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UCR SCHOOL OF
PUBLIC POLICY

UCR SCHOOL OF
PUBLIC POLICY

1010
CELEBRATINGCELEBRATING

YEARS OFYEARS OF
SOLUTIONSSOLUTIONS

Time to make
your iMPPact
Time to make
your iMPPact
The Master of Public Policy (MPP) program at the
UC Riverside School of Public Policy prepares
students for careers in law, healthcare, government,
non-profit organizations, and more.

HOME TOHOME TO
3 research centers

publishing reports across
multiple policy areas

THE ONLYTHE ONLY
MPP program at a Major
Research University in

the Inland Southern
California Region

1 OF 41 OF 4
public policy
schools in the

UC system

APPLY BEFORE JULY 31ST AT SPP.UCR.EDU/MPP

spp.ucr.eduspp@ucr.edu

YOUR 
TRUSTED TECHNOLOGY 
SUCCESS PROVIDER
Enterprise-level IT support for growing 
organizations: secure, scalable, and personalized. 
For over 18 years, we've delivered transformative IT solutions to hundreds 
of organizations. Our award-winning support empowers clients to focus 
on their mission while we manage the technology behind it.

scan to learn more

YOUR TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT

PR
OU

DL

Y SERVING CLIENTS

years

18
for over

Google
Workplace Solutions



SCAN THE QR CODE 
TO ACCESS WRCOG'S 

DOCUMENTS

WRCOG?What is
UCR SCHOOL OF
PUBLIC POLICY

UCR SCHOOL OF
PUBLIC POLICY

1010
CELEBRATINGCELEBRATING

YEARS OFYEARS OF
SOLUTIONSSOLUTIONS

Time to make
your iMPPact
Time to make
your iMPPact
The Master of Public Policy (MPP) program at the
UC Riverside School of Public Policy prepares
students for careers in law, healthcare, government,
non-profit organizations, and more.

HOME TOHOME TO
3 research centers

publishing reports across
multiple policy areas

THE ONLYTHE ONLY
MPP program at a Major
Research University in

the Inland Southern
California Region

1 OF 41 OF 4
public policy
schools in the

UC system

APPLY BEFORE JULY 31ST AT SPP.UCR.EDU/MPP

spp.ucr.eduspp@ucr.edu

WESTERN
RIVERSIDE
COUNTY

Riverside

Perris

Menifee

Lake Elsinore

Canyon Lake

Wildomar

Murrieta

Temecula

Hemet

San Jacinto

Beaumont

Calimesa
Banning

Jurupa Valley

Moreno Valley

Eastvale

Corona

Norco

The Inland Regional Energy Network (I-REN) has received a 2026 Eureka! Award from the 
California Association of Councils of Governments, recognizing its leadership in advancing 
sustainability, resilience, equity, and regional collaboration. Serving the Inland Empire, I-REN 
delivers energy efficiency programs, workforce training, and technical assistance to local 

agencies historically underserved by statewide 
initiatives. To date, the program has developed 
45 resilience roadmaps, completed 101 energy 
audits, and helped secure $1.8 million in federal 
funding. Through partnerships with Western Riverside 
Council of Governments, San Bernardino Council of 
Governments, and Coachella Valley Association of 
Governments, I-REN continues to expand access to 
clean energy solutions and careers.

WRCOG’S I-REN PROGRAM 
RECEIVES STATEWIDE 
RECOGNITION

WRCOG is a Joint Powers Authority (JPA), consisting of the County of Riverside, 18 cities, two 
regional water districts and the Riverside County Superintendent of Schools. Recognizing that 
issues related to growth are not constrained by city or county boundaries, WRCOG focuses on 
a number of regional matters important to the future of Western Riverside County. By working 
together through its committee structure and utilizing existing resources, WRCOG enables strong 
advocacy, and strengthens Western Riverside County’s standing in southern California and the 
state. WRCOG’s program areas are varied and range from transportation to air quality, solid 
waste, environment, energy, resiliency, sustainability, and growth.

Our programs include:
•	 Energy (PACE, Streetlights)
•	 Inland Regional Energy Network (I-REN)
•	 Environment and Recycling (Clean Cities Coa-

lition, Solid Waste Cooperative, Regional Food 
Rescue Program, Used Oil Recycling, Love Your 
Neighborhood, Community Transportation 
Needs Assessment)

•	 Public Service Fellowship Program
•	 Grant writing assistance
•	 Regional Planning
•	 Transportation (TUMF, Active Transportation 

Plan, VMT Mitigation, Transportation Modeling 
Services)

•	 Water Task Force

THE SUBREGION
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TITLE SPONSOR

PREMIERE SPONSOR

HEADSHOT SPONSOR

TECHNOLOGY SPONSOR

PHOTOBOOTH SPONSOR

PARTNER SPONSOR

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

POST-EVENT RECEPTION SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSORS

FULL PAGE AD SPONSORS

QUARTER PAGE AD SPONSOR

HALF PAGE AD SPONSORS

Pechanga Band of Indians

PLATINUM SPONSOR
County of Riverside Executive Office

GOLD SPONSORS
Best Best & Krieger LLP
Ontario International Airport
Waste Management

Tripepi Smith

Twintel

The Energy Coalition

Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC)

Riverside University Health System

NAIOP Inland Empire Chapter

SILVER SPONSORS
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
EPD Solutions
IDI Logistics
Lewis Group of Companies
Riverside Transit Agency
Western Water

Albert A. Webb Associates
American Medical Response
Building Industry Association So Cal - Riverside County 
Chapter
Citizens Business Bank
CR&R Environmental Services
DTA Public Finance
Fehr & Peers
GHD
HDR
Kaiser Permanente
Kimley-Horn
Lewis Brisbois
March Inland Port Airport Authority
Mark Thomas
Metropolitan Water District (MWD)
National CORE
OPR Communications, Inc.
Rancho Water
Richland
SAWPA
SCE
SoCalGas
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Southern California Association of Governments

BKF
Iteris
SBEMP

US Bank

B&A Grant Services
Burrtec Waste Industries, Inc.
Costin Public Outreach Group
Economic & Planning Systems, Inc.
MSW Consultants

The WRCOG Supporting Foundation recognizes and 
thanks our many sponsor partnerships for the 35th 
Annual General Assembly & Leadership Address! 

VIDEO SPONSOR
Promeli Videoworks

Inland Regional Energy Network (I-REN)

COMMUNICATIONS SPONSORS

COOKIE SPONSOR

EXHIBITOR BOOTH SPONSORSCOMMUNITY PARTNER SPONSOR

CENTERPIECE SPONSORS

DeGrave Communications
RMG Communications

UCR School of Public Policy

PARS
SBEMP

Placeworks

Eastern Municipal Water District
Western Water

WINE SPONSOR
Wilson Creek Winery

2026Sponsors.
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DEGRAVEPR.COM
@DEGRAVEPR

Amplify Your 
Agency’s Voice

UNLOCK THE POWER OF 
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION WITH 

DEGRAVE COMMUNICATIONS

• Proven track record of success

• Tailored strategies for public sector needs

• Navigating complex regulatory environments

• Building trust and credibility

• Driving positive public perception

Full service public relations firm 
specializing in government agency PR:

Stronger 
regions are 
built together.
Pr�d sp�s� � WRCOG's 
35th Gen	al A�embly

rmgcomm.com

A constellation inspired by the 
communities that make up WRCOG.

WWW.WILSONCREEKWINERY.COM  |  951.699.9463

With a reputation for extraordinarily warm hospitality, Wilson Creek Winery has built an extended-family 
community around the sharing of wine, food and fun, turning guests who visit into good friends.

 W I N E R Y  &  V I N E Y A R D S

WORLD CLASS WINES | WINE CLUB | TASTING ROOM | VINEYARD VIEW DINING  | CUSTOM LABELED WINE
WEDDINGS, CORPORATE & SPECIAL EVENTS | EXCLUSIVE RETREAT ACCOMMODATIONS  



Mary Carnes is recognized for her longstanding dedication to the Menifee 
community through her leadership, volunteerism, and commitment to 
bringing people together. A resident since 1995, she has been actively 
involved with the Menifee Arts Council for over a decade and currently 
serves as its President, helping expand opportunities for local artists and 
promote arts and cultural events throughout the city.

Mary also serves as a Board Member and past Secretary of the 
Menifee Valley Community Cupboard, supporting efforts to address 
food insecurity through volunteer service and community events. As 
an Ambassador for the Menifee Valley Chamber of Commerce, she 
remains actively engaged across the city. Known for her signature 
“MaryChrisMess” holiday display and annual community events, 
Mary continues to foster connection and enrich the quality of life in 
Menifee.

MARY CARNES 

MONICA LYONS
Monica Lyons is recognized for her extraordinary commitment to serving 
and uplifting the Canyon Lake community and surrounding region. After 
overcoming a traumatic life event, she made Canyon Lake her home 
and has since dedicated herself to volunteerism, community leadership, 
and charitable outreach.

She played a key role in expanding the City’s Turkey Drive from 16 
turkeys in 2023 to 376 in 2025 and founded the Pet Blanket Drive, which 
has grown to provide over 2,100 blankets to animals in need. Through 
her businesses and personal efforts, Monica supports families battling 
cancer, Habitat for Humanity homeowners, veterans, and seniors.
Her leadership, compassion, and ability to mobilize others have 
created a lasting and meaningful impact across the community.

Community
ServiceAward Recognition.
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The Eastvale Chinese American Association (ECAA) is recognized 
for its leadership in creating and supporting programs that 
enhance quality of life for Eastvale residents and visitors. As a key 
partner in launching the City’s annual Lantern Festival and host 
of the Mid-Autumn Festival, ECAA brings thousands together to 
celebrate culture, community, and connection. These events 
foster civic engagement and support local businesses.

Since 2018, ECAA volunteers have supported numerous community 
events with dedication and professionalism, including managing bike valet services 
that promote safe and accessible transportation. Through a wide range of community classes, 
ECAA creates opportunities for learning, connection, and belonging for people of all ages. 
Their continued service has made a lasting impact, helping to make Eastvale a vibrant and 
welcoming community.

EASTVALE CHINESE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION (ECAA)

The Rotary Club of Murrieta is recognized for its strong commitment to community engagement, 
humanitarian service, and programs that enhance the well-being of residents across the region. 
Through its vocational initiatives, Rotary provides scholarships and teacher grants that support 
local students and classrooms, while also serving seniors through meals and social gatherings—
often providing a vital source of daily nourishment.

The club proudly supports arts education and youth development, including funding visual arts 
programs and teaching CPR through Interact Club initiatives. Its signature Field of Honor event, 
held during Veterans Week, brings the community together to honor veterans, police, and 
firefighters through meaningful tributes and educational experiences.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF MURRIETA

Community
ServiceAward Recognition.
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Chris is a seasoned executive with more than 30 years 
of experience in transportation planning and regional 
infrastructure. Since joining the Western Riverside Council of 
Governments (WRCOG) in 2016, he has led major initiatives, 
including the nationally recognized Transportation Uniform 
Mitigation Fee (TUMF) Program. He also expanded WRCOG’s 
grant efforts, helping secure more than $67 million for member 
agencies and advancing early Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
strategies. A respected leader and longtime Riverside 
County resident, Chris remains committed to strengthening 
the region he serves.

Over the past 10 years, Andrew has served in key financial 
leadership roles, currently as Chief Financial Officer for the 
Agency. In this capacity, he has overseen complex budgets, 
strengthened fiscal controls, and ensured responsible 
stewardship of public funds. His leadership has supported 
operational efficiency, transparency, and accountability 
across programs. He remains committed to advancing the 
agency’s mission through sound financial management and 
public service.

Chris has been part of the Transportation and Planning team 
at WRCOG for ten years. Chris spearheaded the Grant Writing 
Assistance Program that provides updates of grant opportunities 
to WRCOG members, as well as grant application development. 
Most recently, Chris has been involved with the development 
of the VMT Mitigation Program and its implementation. Chris 
hopes to continue providing useful assistance to the WRCOG 
members.

CHRISTOPHER GRAY
INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ANDREW RUIZ
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

CHRIS TZENG
MANAGER, PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION

Staff

10 Year
Club

Milestones.
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Farzad Habibi graduated from National University with 
an MBA, specializing in accounting and finance. Farzad’s 
began his career with the WRCOG fiscal department as an 
analyst, where he worked on accounts receivable, accounts 
payable, bank reconciliations, and financial reporting 
processes. During this time, he helped improve the accuracy 
of financial reporting and strengthened key accounting 
procedures. He enjoys being part of a collaborative team 
focused on delivering reliable financial results, and looks 
forward to continuing to grow in governmental accounting 

while making meaningful contributions in the years ahead.

Mei Wu Nguyen began her journey with the organization 
as an intern while studying Public Policy at the University of 
California, Riverside. During her time with the Environmental 
& Energy team, she discovered a passion for the intersection 
of public service and environmental stewardship. Through 
programs such as Solid Waste Used Oil Recycling, Love 
Your Neighborhood, and Clean Cities, Mei enjoys building 
connections with community members and partners who share 
a commitment to sustainability and environmental protection. 
She finds the most meaning in working collaboratively to help 
ensure that future generations can continue to experience 

and enjoy the wonders our planet has to offer.

Over the past five years at WRCOG, Guillermina Chavez 
continues to grow, advancing from a temporary employee to 
a valued Program Specialist within the Energy & Environment 
team. She started by supporting the PACE program through 
high-volume customer service and later expanded her expertise 
by assisting property owners with refund-related inquiries. 
Throughout her time, she has contributed to initiatives such as 
the Used Oil Recycling and Love Your Neighborhood programs, 
supporting community-focused environmental efforts. Today, 
she plays a key role in maintaining accurate financial processes 
and supporting program operations for the Inland Regional 

Energy Network- I-REN.

FARZAD HABIBI
ANALYST II

MEI WU NGUYEN
ANALYST- ENVIRONMENTAL/CLEAN CITIES PROGRAM 

GIA CHAVEZ
PROGRAM SPECIALIST

Staff

5 Year
Club
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STATE OF THE CITY
CONFERENCES
WEBSITES & SOCIAL MEDIA

TRUSTED TO TELL THE STORIES OF:
WRCOG | CITY OF RIVERSIDE | WESTERN WATER
CITY OF FONTANA | SUNLINE TRANSIT AGENCY

PR
OMELI VIDEOWORKS

M

EDIA PRODUCTIO

N

WWW.PROMELIVIDEOWORKS.COM

AND MANY MORE AGENCIES AND BUSINESSES

VIDEO FOR

www.idilogistics.com

IDI Logistics has long set the standard for best-in-class  
industrial facilities in the U.S. with a superb track record of  
speculative development, build-to-suits and value-add acquisitions.

Delivering Excellence Since 1989



AGENCY FISCAL GOALS

WRCOG’S STRATEGY

BUDGETING PRINCIPLES

TOTAL BUDGET*

REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

Maintain sound, 
responsible fiscal 
policies.

Develop a process to 
vet fiscal impacts and 
potential risks for all new 
programs and projects.

Provide detailed 
financial statements 
for public review 
online.

TUMF PROGRAM
One of WRCOG’s largest Programs and 
provides funding for transportation projects. 
Since its inception, over $1 billion in  TUMF 
projects has been funded.

This year’s budget was built on a set of guiding principles: 
• Ensuring the fair distribution of funds and funding 

requests, 
• requiring non-comprehensive programs (those which 

do not benefit the entirety of the member agencies) 
to be self-sustaining, 

• focusing on the long-term health of each fund, and 
• moving toward these goals in an incremental way 

when full scale immediate changes are impractical. 

$26,368,694

$25,866,924

In addition to the Strategic Plan Goals, the Executive Committee directed a longer-
term look at the Agency’s finances to better identify and mitigate potential risks. This 
resulted in a fiscal modeling exercise that demonstrated the long-term fiscal health of 
each fund based on current activity, recessions, and other scenarios.

Ensure fiscal solvency and stability of the Western Riverside Council of Governments

1 2 3

FISCAL YEAR 26/27
BUDGET AT A GLANCE

ANTICIPATED FUNDS FOR FY 26/27:

FISCAL YEAR
26/27
BUDGET

$48 MILLION

Streetlights - $140K (0.53%)

* Excluding TUMF project revenue

Used Oil - $213K (0.81%)

Solid Waste - $242K (0.92%)

Clean Cities - $1.05M (3.98%)

LTF - $1.53M (5.82%)

General Fund - $7.9M (30%)

I-REN - $15.28M (57.95%)

Consulting - $11.34M (43.85%)

Salaries - $6.99M (27.03%)

General Operations - $4.98M (19.24%)

Overhead - $2.26M (8.75%)

Legal - $291K (1.13%)



TripepiSmith.com

Tripepi Smith is a full-service powerhouse of 
accredited strategists, award-winning creatives 
and former public agency staff dedicated to 
elevating local government communications.

Our services:

• Communication Strategic 
Plans, Campaigns and Audits

• Community Engagement and 
Special Events

• Media Relations and Crisis 
Communications

• Graphic Design and Branding 

• Recruitment and Organizational 
Development Services

• Web Development and 
Support Services 

• Ballot Measure Outreach
• Photography and Videography 

BEYOND
the Headshot.

BEYOND
the Headshot.

Powering Our Clean
Energy Future

Powering Our Clean
Energy Future

From workforce development to public sector
support, we’re proud to partner with I-REN to build

a more resilient Inland Empire.
 Learn more at energycoalition.org.

Learn how zero-emission freight is making a difference! 

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under 
assistance agreement #97T31301 to the South Coast Air Quality Management District. The contents 
of this document do  not necessarily reflect the views and policies of U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, nor does U.S. Environmental Protection Agency endorse trade names or recommend the use 
of commercial products mentioned in this document, as well as any images, video, text, or other 
content created by generative artificial intelligence tools, nor does any such content necessarily 
reflect the views and policies of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

SCAN ME 
TO STAY

INFORMED

From Ports to Warehouses to Neighborhoods—
Cleaner Freight Matters

ZERO-EMISSION FREIGHT STARTS HERE

InvestClean.org



HELP US CONTINUE THE MISSION 

100 FELLOWS
100,000 HOURS 
OF SERVICE

WRCOG’s Public Service Fellowship Program is a paid, nine-
month opportunity for local college students to gain hands-
on experience in government. Fellows are thoughtfully 
matched with host agencies across Western Riverside Coun-
ty, contributing to vital projects in areas like transportation 
and economic development.

Alongside their placements, Fellows attend WRCOG-led 
sessions focused on professional development and network-
ing. The program bridges classroom learning with real-world 
impact, preparing students for meaningful careers in public 
service.

“The WRCOG Public Service Fellowship gave me invaluable hands-on experience in the public 
sector. As a public administration graduate student, I had the privilege of working with the City 
of Menifee's Engineering Department, where I learned about land development, stormwater 
management, and regulatory processes. I’m grateful for the opportunity to grow professionally 
alongside such strong leadership.”

Teresa Aguilera
WRCOG Fellow, City of Menifee

“Through this Fellowship opportunity, I have learned so much about myself through developing 
new skills like project management, project facilitation, and project implementation. I have 
been grateful to gain practical work experience working with public agencies, all while being 
able to make a positive impact within my local environment.”

Giovanni Valencia-Baxter
I-REN Energy Fellow, Western Riverside Council of Governments

WRCOG believes in investing in our future leaders. By supporting this program, 
you are shaping the next generation of public servants who will lead our 
region. If you'd like to donate to the cause and help expand the reach of 
this incredible program, please connect at the QR code to the right.

WRCOG's
Fellowship Program
Investing in the Future of Public Service.

WRCOG | 25
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THANK YOU
The Building Industry Association Riverside County
Chapter thanks WRCOG for their continued partnership.

@RiversideBIA @biariverside @biariverside @Building Industry Association Riverside Chapter

riversidebia.org

webbassociates.com

ENGINEERING & PLANNING 
EXCELLENCE SINCE 1945

Construction Management
& Inspection

Land Survey
& Mapping

Landscape
Architecture

Traf�c
& Transportation

Water
Resources

Environmental
Services

Land Development
Engineering

Land Development
Planning & Entitlement

WEBB offers the following services:



Every decision 
involves competing 
priorities.

www.fehrandpeers.com

We help you work through the tradeoffs and move 
forward with clarity, using data and an understanding 
of local needs. Transportation solutions that improve 

communities.

Ad - WRCOG.indd   1Ad - WRCOG.indd   1 3/19/2026   12:25:21 PM3/19/2026   12:25:21 PM

THANK YOU
The Building Industry Association Riverside County
Chapter thanks WRCOG for their continued partnership.

@RiversideBIA @biariverside @biariverside @Building Industry Association Riverside Chapter

riversidebia.org

BUILDING FOR TODAY—AND 
FOR THE FUTURE
DTA is Proud to be WRCOG’s PACE 
Assessment Engineer

Managing Director
ANDREA ROESS

Email: Andrea@FinanceDTA.com

Tel: 800.969.4382  |  www.DTAPF.com
Irvine | San Jose  | San Francisco | Riverside | Dallas  
El Paso |  Raleigh | Tampa

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



We Have the Power to
Keep the Future Bright

Together
We believe clean energy is good for everyone. For 
California, it means healthier air and water. For the 
world, it helps fight the effects of climate change. That’s 
why we’re making substantial investments in a clean 
energy future, for ourselves and for the next generation.

We are proud to sponsor the West Riverside 
Council of Governments 2026 General Assembly

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:

Shareholder-funded

©2026 Southern California Gas Company.  
All copyright and trademark rights reserved.  S023-26

socalgas.com/Community

SoCalGas recognizes  
Western Riverside Council of Governments  
for its commitment and hard work in helping 
make Southern California a better place. It inspires 
us to serve and support our communities with 
Safe, Reliable, and Affordable energy delivery. 
Together, we can help fuel the future.

Shareholder-funded



National CORE has been transforming lives and communities 
for more than 30 years. An award-winning affordable housing 
developer, National CORE has created a platform for individual 
and community change. In partnership with the Hope through 
Housing Foundation, National CORE provides impactful resident 
programs and services to help children and teens achieve 
success, improve families’ financial well-being, and promote 
senior health and wellness.

SUMMIT VIEW 
Beaumont, CA

Together, we transform lives and communities
www.nationalcore.org  |  www.hthf.org

1-2601COR003-CorporateAd-WRCOG-2026.indd   11-2601COR003-CorporateAd-WRCOG-2026.indd   1 5/19/26   9:04 AM5/19/26   9:04 AM

Moving California  
Forward.
Since 1927, Mark Thomas has set the stage for 
countless California roadways, structures, and 
bicycle/pedestrian facilities. Combining our 
technical skills with a true understanding of a 
project’s physical, social, and environmental  
dynamics is the very essence of what we do: 
leading with momentum by creating a better 
way for all of us to Move Forward.

Civil Engineering
Structures Engineering

Construction Management
Land Surveying

Landscape Architecture 
Environmental Compliance

Urban Design  
District Management

Grant Assistance

markthomas.com

Costin Public Outreach Group, Inc. is  
a public relations firm comprised of 
strategic communicators, outreach 

experts, and event specialists.

Cultivating connections, fostering community engagement,  
and driving transformative change at every phase of the process. 

#AllTheThings

cpoginc.com

Connect with us on LinkedIn

Founded in

Certified
MULTILINGUAL



scag.ca.gov

SCAG proudly supports the

Western Riverside 
Council of Governments 
2026 General Assembly 
and Leadership Conference.

3217.2026.04.29

@SCAGnews @SCAGmpo@SCAGnews

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:

Proud sponsor of the
Western Riverside Council of Governments

Celebrating 35 years

05.26Equal Housing Lender | Member FDIC
Citizens Business Bank, N.A.                               

Over 75 Locations Throughout California

Contact me today!

909.888.6363
cbbank.com | 

Mary Wilson | SVP, Area Manager
San Bernardino (Tri-City) Business Financial Center

301 Vanderbilt Way, San Bernardino, CA 92408



THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:

Learn more about ClearGuide 

Signal Trends

We’ve been very fortunate  
to have these tools in place. ClearGuide 

has been a great benefit for us as we 
plan for these mega-events, and as we 

do our day-to-day analysis as well.”

— Ed Alegre, PTP,  
Deputy Executive Officer,  

LA Metro

“

When cities face their biggest moments, every decision matters.

From surge demand to real-time operations, agencies rely on ClearGuide to turn data into action 

helping teams coordinate response, reduce delays and keep people and goods moving.

Iteris ClearGuide® helps agencies plan, manage and measure congestion before, during 
and after large-scale events.



THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:

Fire.Fire. Floods.Floods. Drought.Drought.

What Climate Risks Impact Your Community Most?What Climate Risks Impact Your Community Most?

Take the two minute CARP

survey and let 

your voice be heard! 

Take the two minute CARP

survey and let 

your voice be heard! 



Raising the 
standard for 

water 
stewardship

RanchoWater.com

Congratulations to WRCOG Congratulations to WRCOG 
for advancing collaboration for advancing collaboration 

across the region for 35 years!across the region for 35 years!

2026 WRCOG General Assembly ad_Rancho Water.indd   12026 WRCOG General Assembly ad_Rancho Water.indd   1 4/15/2026   10:45:22 AM4/15/2026   10:45:22 AM

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSOR:

Lewis Brisbois is proud to support

WRCOG’s 35th Annual General

Assembly & Leadership Conference.

LewisBrisbois.com

 

 

www.oprusa.com



www.marchjpa.com
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@marchjpa

CREATING OVER 15,000 JOBS AND OVER $8 BILLION IN 
ECONOMIC BENEFIT TO WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY

INLAND EMPIRE'S PREMIER
MILITARY BASE REUSE AUTHORITY

Tr
av
el

FOREIGN-TRADE ZONE NO. 244 GRANTEE

SAVE LOCALLY, EXPAND GLOBALLY
DECREASE OPERATING COSTS, INCREASE EFFICIENCY

Grant 
Research

What our clients say:

Our process:

Full Grant 
Consulting Services

Assess
Client needs

Research
Identify grant 
programs

Write
Develop winning
grant proposals

Manage
Manage awarded 
funds with precision

We help agencies 
like yours win 

millions in 
funding

$2.3K+
$1.8B

46%

Grant 
Services 

Grant applications 
written across all 
active service areas

In  grant funding 
secured for municipal 
government clients

Average client funding 
rate well above the 
industry standard

“Since 2015, Blais & Associates has been a 
trusted partner to the City of Claremont. 
Through their efforts, the City has successfully 
secured nearly $9.4 million in grant funding, 
helping us advance key community priorities.”

Katie Wand 
City of Claremont, Deputy City Manager

   

Grant 
Writing

Grant 
Management

www.blaisassoc.com        

bizdev@blaisassoc.com      

(949) 589-6338



Supporting WRCOG.
Supporting the region.

Learn more at ghd.com

     Committed to collaboration that helps
communities plan, build and thrive



•  PLANNING  •  ENGINEERING  •  CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT  •  SURVEYING

About BKF
With over 800 professionals located in 20+ offices, 
we deliver comprehensive solutions in Transportation, 
Water, Government, and Land Development markets. 
Our services span Planning, Engineering, Surveying, and 
Construction Management, backed by deep expertise, 
advanced technology, and a commitment to innovation. 

www.bkf.com

Markets

Transportation Water Government Land Development

BKF is proud to 
support WRCOG’s 
35th Annual 
General Assembly 
and Leadership 
Conference, 
advancing regional 
leadership and 
partnership.

3850 Vine Street, Suite 110A 
Riverside, CA 92507
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iren.gov

Shaping California’s Energy 
Future—Together.
I-REN delivers equitable energy efficiency initiatives to communities 
across Riverside and San Bernardino counties, building a cleaner, more 
sustainable future for all.

$4.9M 
Regional Potential Incentives 

$14M 
Regional Lifetime Cost Savings 

50+ 
Energy Fellows Placed

$1.8M+ 
Federal Funding Secured 

750+ 
Total Training Attendance 

$3M 
County Workforce Funding 

Scan to join the I-REN mailing list or 
visit iren.gov to learn more.   


